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calendar year 1999. This is the same manner in which workers' 
comp benefits are currently being calculated. Commencing on 
page 21, Section 48-627 is restated and amended to increase the 
base period pay required from a total of $1,200 to a total of 
$1,600; and t’ley increase the amounts paid in for at least two 
of the quarters of the claimant's base period from a required 
minimum of $400 to a required minimum of $800. These are 
lines 6 through 11 on page 23. Also in this amendment is what 
was known as LB 282 that was introduced by Senator Coordsen, the 
cosponsor of this amendment. Commencing on line 15, page 24 
through line 7 on page 33, the changes to Section 48-628 
contemplatei by Senator Coordsen1s LB 282 are included in this
amendment. I did include the statement of intent on the final
page of the tan handout which explains LB 282. And Senator 
Coordsen will be also speaking to this amendment. So we're
basically doing a stairstep. Then at 2001 we're going to go on
a formula. This compromise that has been reached from labor and 
business will basically put an indexing into our unemployment 
compensation benefits tables. Basically those of you who have 
been here much longer than I know that every few years there is 
a bill that comes out to raise the unemployment benefits. That 
had to be done by statute. Hopefully, this is the solution that 
will enable the Legislature to continue its work without having 
every few years to address another increase in unemployment 
compensation. I’m confident the state's average weekly wage is 
a good indicator because through the history of Nebraska what 
I've been told the wages always go up in Nebraska. This state 
is very fortunate. Sometimes we don't get the big booms, but we 
don't get the big busts either and our average weekly wage 
continues to advance. So this basically builds in an increase. 
That is in sync with how the wages are in Nebraska. That's why 
I think it was able to be worked out as a compromise between 
industry and labor, and I'm very happy to present this 
amendment. Thank you very much.
SENATOR LANDIS: Thank you, Senator Hilgert. We're going to go
to Senator Coordsen then Senator Brown, but first let me 
announce the arrival of Family and Consumer Science Teachers of 
Nebraska, about 50 of them. They represent Family Career and 
Community Leaders of Nebraska. They are guests of Senator 
Stuhr. They're in the north balcony. If you'd wave and let us 
know that you're there, you'll be recognized by your Nebraska

11390


